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 Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 
Rotary Small Meeting Room, First Floor 

77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 
Minutes of January 19, 2017 

Approved as Amended 
 

 Members Present: Nancy Malcolm, Chris Robbins, Sam Ostrow, Sarah Peluso, Steve Terry, 
Barbara Saunders 

Members Absent: John Anderson 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray, Victor Sinadinoski 

Others Present: None 

 
1. Call to Order:  Nancy called the meeting to order at 12:06pm. 

 
2. Minutes 

On a Motion by Steve, seconded by Sarah, the Planning Commission approved the minutes of 
12/1/2016.  Motion passed 4-0, with Barbara and Sam abstaining. 

 
3. Town Plan Discussion 

Staff presented a final draft of the Housing Chapter of the Town Plan. In the absence of a local 
housing needs assessment, Jennifer had included many of the findings and recommendations 
from the VT Agency of Commerce and Community Development (ACCD) 2015-2020 Vermont 
Housing Needs Assessment, which are specific to Addison County. Regarding median sale 
price data, Sarah pointed out that in a town like Middlebury, a few sales on the high or low 
end in any given year can skew the median. She suggested that the number of houses listed 
should be added to the residential sales data graph. 
 
Barbara noted that the poverty numbers appeared to be underreported for Middlebury. She 
suggested using the number of children receiving free and reduced lunch at Mary Hogan 
Elementary would be a better local indicator, and she would try to obtain that information. 
Nancy noted that there was a big problem finding affordable assisted living facilities in the 
Middlebury area. Nancy believes there is data showing that Charter House receives a lower 
relative percentage funding compared to similar facilities in Chittenden County, and will 
search for that data to include in the Town Plan. Chris asked whether the PC should mention 
inventory or sales data regarding housing for the wealthy. She noted that the chapter focuses 
on the lower-income but that some people might suggest high-income housing is important 
for the town’s tax base. Sam wondered what would be the goal for including that into the 
chapter. Nancy noted that the introductory chapter already states that Middlebury is a 
desirable place to live.   
 

4. Other Business: 
Jennifer plans to work on a final draft of the Local Economy chapter at the next PC meeting. In 
addition to updating the local economy statistics, she has been developing different themes 
related to Middlebury’s local economy and asked the PC for more input on those themes. 
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Sam indicated that the Town could tap into more infrastructure to promote the local 
economy, such as on improving internet connection and Wi-Fi availability. Chris asked for 
clarification on the roles of the Energy Committee and the PC regarding the energy chapter. 
Jennifer said that the PC will take the lead on the energy chapter for the next Town Plan 
update. The PC praised Jennifer for a great job on the Downtown Master Plan grant 
application.  
 

5. Adjournment:    
On a motion by Steve, seconded by Sarah, the Planning Commission moved to adjourn the 
meeting at 1:40 pm. Motion passed 6-0. 

 
Submitted by:  Victor Sinadinoski 


